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a British than a French alliance, and not by plying him
with categorical demands, which, by evincing distrust,
only produced angry or evasive replies.

c What would men have ?' said Lord Bacon ; c do
they think those they employ and deal with are saints ?
do they not think they will have their own ends, and
be truer to themselves than to them ? Therefore, there
is no better way to moderate suspicions than to account
upon such suspicions as true, and yet to bridle them as
false.'1

Profoundly convinced of this truth, Lord Minto ac-
cepted, as a fact beyond suspicion, that the Austrian
Minister would prefer Austria's interests, as he under-
stood them, to the interests of the Coalition, and took
his line accordingly.

To Mr. Wickham.

'Vienna: April 11, 1800,

'.... I have been doubting every day for some
time past whether I should not have to submit to you
the propriety of suspending your present important
labours. I am relieved, however, by my last confer-
ences, and have resumed the hope of settling and sign-
ing such a preliminary engagement as may afford us
security for the campaign, and justify the liberal con-
fidence with which we are making sacrifices and exer-
tions on the footing of an alliance which still stands

1 Essay on Suspicions*